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NEWS RELEASE

VON CELEBRATES OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS
 OF VON STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Saint John – November 2, 2005  – VON (The Victorian Order of Nurses) is celebrating the outstanding achievements of VON staff and volunteers at their 108th Annual Conference and General Meeting Dinner and Recognition Awards, in Saint John.

“This is a wonderful opportunity to recognize the hard work and dedication of the VON family,” says Dr. Judith Shamian, President and CEO, VON Canada. “Everyday, our staff and volunteers continue to show their passion and commitment to our clients and this is a small way to recognize and celebrate that devotion.”

This year, VON is pleased to announce that the VON Canada Dinner and Recognition Awards Ceremony will be sponsored by Sam and Rose Reisman. Rose Reisman is one of today's leading authorities on the balance of eating and living well. She is the author of best-selling cookbooks and a monthly newspaper column, a product spokesperson and a motivational speaker. Sam Reisman is the principal founder and Chief Executive Officer of the Rose Corporation, a merchant bank providing debt and equity financing to business and real estate projects.

New this year, The Reisman Awards for Service Delivery, will be awarded in four separate categories:

· The Reisman Award of Excellence for Allied Health Professionals



Teresa Taillefer, VON Porcupine

· The Reisman Award of Excellence for Front-Line Service Delivery



Jeanine Robins, VON Brant Norfolk Haldimand

· The Reisman Award of Excellence for Clinical Service Delivery



Arlene Grzela, VON Porcupine



Sandra MacDonald , VON Halifax

· The Reisman Award of Excellence for Volunteer Service Delivery



Maurice Audet, VON Peel



Nancy Chipman, VON Annapolis Valley
Along with the Resiman awards, VON will also be presenting the following awards:

· The Lady Ishbel Aberdeen Award 
Faye Porter, VON Canada 

· VON Canada Award of Distinction 
Canon Sid Davies, VON Annapolis Valley 
Bob Cerniuk, VON Ottawa-Renfrew County

· Governance/Advisory Volunteer Award of Excellence
Maureen Lawrence, VON Porcupine
Carol MacKenzie, VON Annapolis Valley
· Team Award of Excellence
Gander Board of Directors Team of Larry Dawson and Dr. Carmel Casey, VON Gander

· Management and Supervisory Award of Excellence
Jackie Wells, VON Middlesex Elgin
VON is dedicated to being a leader in the delivery of innovative comprehensive health and social services and to influencing the development of health and social policy in Canada.  We are a national health organization and registered charity offering a wide range of community health care solutions that meet the needs of Canadians from coast to coast. VON is committed to quality improvement and is accredited by the Canadian Council of Health Services Accreditation.
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Media inquiries:
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Communications Manager 
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