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NEWS RELEASE

Budget 2006 Supports Commitment to the 10-Year Plan to Strengthen Health Care in Canada

For immediate release
Ottawa, Ontario, May 2, 2006.  VON is encouraged by a number of areas in the Budget tabled today including support for the 10-year plan to strengthen health care.  

“The 10-year plan includes the identification and commitment by all levels of government that home care is an essential part of a modern health care system.”  says Judith Shamian, President & CEO, VON Canada.  “Swift implementation of the 10-year plan is vital to ensure that Canadians can receive the care they need, where they want it – in the comfort of their own homes and communities.”

The 10-year plan also includes primary care reform, health promotion, illness prevention and use of technology which are all key to the health system renewal that is needed across Canada.

VON is pleased with the commitment by the Government of Canada in a number of areas in which VON has advocated:

· expand educational programs for nurses and other health professionals;

· expand community care programs to help manage wait times; and

· increase the medical expense tax credit for caregivers from $5K maximum to $10K per year.

VON looks forward to the First Ministers Meeting in the Fall of 2006 when a strategy can be formulated regarding implementation of the 10-year plan.
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VON is a national health organization and registered charity offering a wide range of community health care solutions that meet the needs of Canadians from coast to coast. VON is committed to continuous quality improvement and has earned Canadian Council of Health Services accreditation. 
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For more information contact: 

General:

Jennifer Stevens

Cell: 296-7803

