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NEWS RELEASE

VON PARTICIPATES AS A VOTING MEMBER 

AT THE FIRST CANADIAN PATIENT SAFETY 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Calgary – October 21, 2005  –VON Canada is pleased to be a voting member of the Canadian Patient Safety Institute (CPSI) and attend the Institute’s first meeting in Calgary.

The Canadian Patient Safety Institute is an independent not-for-profit corporation, at arm's length from governments, system stakeholders and regulatory bodies. The CPSI is committed to providing a leadership role with respect to patient safety issues in the context of improving health care quality.
“VON takes very seriously its commitment to work collectively with other health care professionals, governments, other organizations and the public to achieve a safer healthcare system in Canada,” said Dr. Judith Shamian, President & CEO of VON Canada “We know that much more can be done to reduce the incidence of adverse effects.  And as more and more care is administered in the home and community, we must look at the system as a whole and look for ways to improve patient safety – Canadians have every right to expect that they are in safe hands”.

If progress is to be made in the area of improving patient safety, VON recommends the following be pursued through partnerships:

· Build Pan-Canadian tracking systems;
· Build research programs to assist with resolving system issues that lead to error;

· Accelerate the implementation of inter-professional education; and,

· Accelerate the implementation of electronic health records.
“We all have a part to play in building a safer health system because nothing is more important than the safety of a patient,” said VON Canada National Board Chair, Lynn Bessey. “As a voting member of the CPSI, VON Canada will do its part to improve the safety of patients in the home and community care setting”.
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As Ministers of Health meet in Toronto this weekend for their Federal/Provincial/Territorial Meeting, VON calls on all levels of government to keep the issue of patient safety high on the agenda.  Their leadership and commitment are key to ensuring that our health care system is safer.
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