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NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

VON STRONGLY SUPPORTS SENATOR CARSTAIRS REPORT 

ON PALLIATIVE AND END OF LIFE CARE 
(June 3, 2005 – Ottawa) - - In response to Senator Carstairs’ report, Still Not There: Quality End-of-Life Care: A Progress Report, the VON (Victorian Order of Nurses) for Canada urges the Federal government to continue its commitment and move the national palliative care agenda forward to ensure a consistent, comprehensive and integrated quality end of life care for all Canadians.   

“VON staff and volunteers are privileged to be able to offer end of life care to patients in their own homes, as well as support and respite to their family members,” said Judith Shamian, President & CEO, VON Canada.  “We know the value that a national strategy for end-of-life care would bring to Canadians and their families and we urge the government to implement the recommendations that will give all Canadians an enhanced quality of life at the end of life, regardless of where they live in Canada.”
As Founding Partner of the Canadian Caregiver Coalition and an organization with a mandate to improve the quality of life for Canadians, VON strongly supports the recommendations in the report by Senator Carstairs in the following areas:

· provide financial support to all family caregivers, regardless of their employment status; 

· provide greater access to quality end-of-life care across the country; 

· fund research on the development and dissemination of clinical best practices with ongoing education and training for health care professionals, non-regulated workers and volunteers; and 

· coordinate care between institutions and home care to support Canadians and help them obtain services available. 

VON is a not-for-profit, national health organization and registered charity offering a wide range of community health care solutions that meet the needs of Canadians. VON is dedicated to being a leader in the delivery of innovative comprehensive health and social services and to influencing the development of health and social policy in Canada.  VON is accredited by the Canadian Council for Health Services Accreditation.
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The report, Still Not There: Quality End-of-Life Care: A Progress Report is available online at http://sen.parl.gc.ca/scarstairs
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