
[image: image1.png]


                                                                                              

NEWS RELEASE

 VON CALLS FOR ACTION ON CAREGIVING

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Ottawa, ON – December 30, 2005 – VON Canada is mobilizing its branches across the country to raise key issues and concerns regarding home and community care with electoral candidates, particularly around caregiving.

“With an estimated 3 million Canadians caring for a family member with long term health problems, the time has come for caregiving to be at the top of the political agenda of all party leaders,” said Dr. Judith Shamian, President and CEO of VON Canada.

For more than 100 years, VON has been a leader in home and community care. With 61 branches, more than 50 programs and services VON touches the lives of more than one million people each year.

Specifically, VON recommends that:

· The Compassionate Care benefits be enhanced by:


1. Expanding the eligibility definition of ‘family’ beyond parent, child or spouse to include others;

2. Providing benefits to caregivers of individuals with chronic but not necessarily palliative conditions to include other crisis times during their caregiving career; and,

3. Increasing the length of the benefit beyond 6 weeks.

· Caregivers be supported by establishing:

1.  A Web-based caregiver portal that would provide information on local resources and education about caregiving and being a caregiver; 

2. Regional caregiver networks; and

3.  A 1-800 hotline.

“Participating in the democratic process and taking advantage of the opportunity to meet local candidates and raise local and national issues is essential to making sure that the home and community care sector can appropriately respond 
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to the growing needs and demands for home and community health and social supports – nowhere is this need more pressing than in the area of caregiving,” 

said. Dr. Judith Shamian, President & CEO, VON Canada.  “Our key messages are based on what we hear every day from more than one million Canadians each year impacted by the care and supports provided by VON.”
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VON is dedicated to being a leader in the delivery of innovative comprehensive health and social services and to influencing the development of health and social policy in Canada.  We are a national health organization and registered charity offering a wide range of community health care solutions that meet the needs of Canadians from coast to coast. VON is committed to quality improvement and is accredited by the Canadian Council of Health Services Accreditation.
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Vice President, Public Affairs, VON Canada
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