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NEWS RELEASE

 VON Middlesex-Elgin and Salvation Army Join

 Forces on Family Health Team
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

London, ON – December 9, 2005 – VON Middlesex-Elgin and the Salvation Army Centre of Hope are pleased to announce that the Ministry of Health & Long Term Care approved their proposal for a Family Health Team (FHT), which will deliver comprehensive, integrated and client-centred care. 

This Family Health Team will ensure that services remain in place and offer the opportunity to expand and integrate with other initiatives across the city and county, including a proposal for an integrated Network of Family Health Teams for London and Middlesex, which will hopefully be approved in early 2006. 

The Salvation Army and VON have worked as partners to address the needs of the homeless since 1996. What began with a limited amount of nursing care has grown and evolved into a comprehensive basket of services including access to physicians, nursing, social work, rehabilitation and addiction counselling and mental health services.  The existence of medical and social services on site at the Centre of Hope has benefited this transient population as well as the community at large. 

“We have been able to prove that the project, in conjunction with the services delivered by the Salvation Army, will keep people out of already crowded emergency rooms and out of the justice system,” said Gordon Milak, Executive Director, VON Middlesex Elgin. 

The Family Health Team will ensure that patient care is linked across the continuum of care by building partnerships with organizations including the London Health Sciences Centre, St. Joseph’s Health Centre, Regional Mental Health, Middlesex-London Health Unit, Community Care Access Centre of London Middlesex, the London Mental Health Alliance, Intercommunity Health Centre and Missions Services of London.  The team will be made up of a mix of providers including physicians, nurse practitioners, nurses, social workers, rehabilitation counsellors and outreach workers. 
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VON is dedicated to being a leader in the delivery of innovative comprehensive health and social services and to influencing the development of health and social policy in Canada.  We are a national health organization and registered charity offering a wide range of community health care solutions that meet the needs of Canadians from coast to coast. VON is committed to quality improvement and is accredited by the Canadian Council of Health Services Accreditation.
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