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NEWS RELEASE

VON calls on First Ministers to Implement Home and Community Care Strategies for Aboriginal PeopleS in Canada
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Ottawa – November 22, 2005  – As  First Ministers meet to discuss the future of Canada’s Aboriginal peoples, VON calls on the Prime Minister and Premiers to include a component on home and community care that will help to improve holistic health and quality of life.

“For far too long, the issue of aboriginal health has been dealt with marginally,” said Dr. Judith Shamian, President and CEO, VON Canada. “As an organization that is national in scope but local in delivery we know all too well how important it is to provide services that are appropriate to a particular population.” 
Although Health Canada does provide funds to First Nations and Inuit health care initiatives, there are serious indications that essential service elements are not responsive to community needs as identified by First Nation and Inuit Peoples.  Significant gaps have been identified in areas of health provision, and include: 
· chronic disease prevention;
· disease management;
· provision of clean water, food and housing;
· youth harm reduction programs; 
· palliative care, rehabilitative care; 
· respite care;
· women and children’s health programs; and, 
· mental health services.

VON recommends that the Government of Canada implement strategies to improve continuing care in First Nations and Inuit communities.  Hospital closures, introduction of early discharge programs and other changes, have placed erroneous pressures on First Nations and Inuit communities to provide health care in substandard systems of delivery. These pressures must be addressed with substantial and sustainable funding for home and community care. It is also vital that funding is provided to support health agencies to act in a capacity building role, working along side Aboriginal peoples, to strengthen and enhance their ability to provide needed health services.  

VON understands the need for improved delivery of services and is committed to working with Canada’s Aboriginal people to improve their health and quality of life.  Currently, VON provides First Nations and Inuit services in Ontario, Alberta, BC, Manitoba, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. These include nursing, foot care and health promotion and education services. 
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VON is dedicated to being a leader in the delivery of innovative comprehensive health and social services and to influencing the development of health and social policy in Canada.  We are a national health organization and registered charity offering a wide range of community health care solutions that meet the needs of Canadians from coast to coast. VON is committed to quality improvement and is accredited by the Canadian Council of Health Services Accreditation.
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