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NEWS RELEASE

VON’S 2006 PRE-BUDGET SUBMISSION OFFERS 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR GOVERNMENT’S WAIT TIME PRIORITY

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Ottawa, April 25, 2006  –VON (Victorian Order of Nurses) Canada makes recommendations to Federal Finance Minister, James M. Flaherty, in their 2006 pre-budget consultation submission to support the home and community care sector as a key initiative to help reduce wait times across Canada - one of the five priorities of the Government of Canada.

Statistics show that between 1995 – 2002i, demand for home care services grew by 60 per cent.  The aging population, consumer expectation for home and community care delivery, technology which allows more care to be delivered in the home and a shortage of beds and buildings all contribute to the increasing trend for home and community care.  “Next year the oldest population of baby boomers will be turning 60 years old,” states Dr. Judith Shamian, President and CEO VON Canada.  “We all know that as we age, we require more health care and supports.  The question is…with the health care system stretched to capacity now, how can we respond to the increasing needs?  VON offers home and community care as a key part of the solution.” 

VON recommended increased funding in the following key areas:

Supporting home and community care:

The vital role of home and community care within the wait list priority must not be overlooked.  Keeping Canadians healthy, independent, contributing and participating members of their communities helps keep them off of surgical wait lists.  
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Nurse Practitioners (NPs):

NPs play an important role in contributing to the wait time priority by freeing up health human resources that are vital and in shortly supply with the health care system.  

VON’s recommendations for more efficient and effective programs delivery included:

Recognizing and supporting the role of volunteers and the voluntary/ nonprofit sector. 
It is impossible to look at the health care system and talk about how to make program delivery more efficient and effective without acknowledging and supporting the role of volunteers and the contribution made by the not for profit sector.  

Electronic Health Record

There is no better example of how the health care system can be more efficient than that of how we use our technology.  Committed funding is necessary for technology in the home and community care sector, as well as the hospital sector to ensure a continuum of health information across the entire health care system. 

Key issues and initiatives that VON recommended be included in the 2006 Budget and future budgets were:
Caregivers

An estimated 2.85 million Canadiansii find themselves in a caregiver role.  Caregivers save the health care system more than 5 billion dollarsiii annually by providing vital, supportive care to loved ones who may otherwise be institutionalized.  
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Aboriginal health

As we are all aware, hospital closures, introduction of early discharge programs and other changes, have placed serious pressures on First Nations communities – these pressures must be addressed with substantial and sustainable funding for home and community care. 

There are a number of pressures on the Government of Canada, none more daunting than how to reduce wait times and sustain our health care system.  One in three patientsiv is transferred to their home upon leaving acute care hospitals.  Clearly, the role of home and community care is growing.  The Government of Canada has an opportunity to provide leadership in this field and to prevent the same situation in home care as we face today with hospitals – long wait times, shortage of staff etc. 

To view VON Canada’s full 2006 pre-budget submission, please visit  http://www.von.ca/resources_governmentrelations.html .

VON is dedicated to being a leader in the delivery of innovative comprehensive health and social services and to influencing the development of health and social policy in Canada.  We are a national health organization and registered charity offering a wide range of community health care solutions that meet the needs of Canadians from coast to coast. VON is committed to continuous quality improvement and is accredited by the Canadian Council of Health Services Accreditation.


i. Canadian Home Care Association, 2004
ii. Cranswick 2003

iii. Eales et. al., 2001
iv. Alternatives to Acute Care, Health Care Quarterly Volume Nine, Number Two, 2006
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