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NEWS RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

VON LAUNCHES A CANADA-WIDE FLU IMMUNIZATION CAMPAIGN AIMED AT CORPORATE CANADA

(Ottawa, ON – September 1, 2005)  VON Canada is providing influenza immunizations across Canada for the 10th consecutive year - but this year VON is targeting Corporate Canada. Although the vaccine is offered to Canadians of all ages, VON is embarking on an aggressive advertising campaign to increase the number of Canadians immunized at their workplaces. 

“For more than 100 years, VON has played a key role in health promotion and disease prevention,” said VON President and CEO, Judith Shamian. “This campaign allows us to raise awareness around the importance of getting a flu shot and challenges corporate Canada to do its part.”

The VON Flu Immunization program provides high quality, convenient flu vaccinations and easy access to health information in communities across Canada.  Vaccine for these private clinics is provided by Solvay Pharma, Canada’s newest supplier of vaccine. 

Surplus from VON immunization programs are used to help support the many charitable services offered through VON Branches in communities across Canada.  Flu clinics will be held from mid-October to the end of November. Last year, through its public and private vaccine clinics, VON immunized more than 200,000 Canadians.

Play Advertising, with help from Buck Productions, developed a television commercial to highlight the serious issue of high absenteeism levels within Canadian corporations, as a result of employees off sick with the flu.  The multi-media campaign was made possible with the support of the following partners:

· CTV / Bellglobemedia;

· Rogers;

· Global TV;

· Solvay Pharma;

· ID Biomedical; and

· The Public Health Agency of Canada.

Public awareness of health issues and disease prevention is growing in Canada and demand for influenza immunization continues to increase dramatically.  Although a flu shot will not prevent colds or other respiratory illnesses, an annual influenza vaccination is considered to be a valuable health promotion initiative and is strongly encouraged by Health Canada. It is effective in preventing flu in 70-90% of the adult population and 30-40% effective in the frail elderly.  
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VON is dedicated to being a leader in the delivery of innovative comprehensive health and social services and to influencing the development of health and social policy in Canada.  We are a national health organization and registered charity offering a wide range of community health care solutions that meet the needs of Canadians from coast to coast. VON is committed to quality improvement and is accredited by the Canadian Council of Health Services Accreditation.

MEDIA CONTACT:

Jennifer Stevens

Manager, Communication

VON Canada

613-288-3494

�








