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NEWS RELEASE

GOVERNOR GENERAL OF CANADA ACCEPTS 

VON CANADA INVITATION TO BE PATRON OF THE 

108-YEAR-OLD HOME AND COMMUNITY CARE PROVIDER

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Ottawa, Ontario – January 27, 2006 – Her Excellency the Right Honourable Michaëlle Jean, Governor General of Canada, has accepted VON Canada’s invitation to become Patron and continue the 108 year relationship with the national, not-for-profit, charitable home care and community service provider.

In 1897, Lady Aberdeen, wife of then Governor General Aberdeen, founded the Victorian Order of Nurses for Canada (VON Canada) in response to countless stories of suffering endured by women and children in outlying districts of Canada for lack of proper medical aid.  VON Canada was founded as a memorial for Queen Victoria’s June 1897 Diamond Jubilee and in emulation of the British Institute of Queen’s Nurses.
“We are delighted that Her Excellency has agreed to carry on the proud tradition of vice-regal patronage with VON,” said Dr. Judith Shamian, President and CEO, VON Canada.  “Interest and support from the Governor General has been a constant source of pride for our more than 21,000 VON staff and volunteers who provide care and supports to Canadians in need every day.”  

VON Canada is part of the history of Canadian society, of its expansion, its development as a nation and its changing ideals through two world wars, a Great Depression and the advent of Medicare.  As Canada has changed so too has VON, finding a place in each era so that the most vulnerable Canadians receive high quality care in their homes and in their communities.  

VON is a leader in the delivery of innovative comprehensive health and social services and to influencing the development of health and social policy in Canada.  We are a national health organization and registered charity offering a wide range of community health care solutions that meet the needs of Canadians from coast to coast. VON is committed to continuous quality improvement and is accredited by the Canadian Council of Health Services Accreditation.
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