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NEWS RELEASE

Canada’s Most Decorated Nurse Establishes VON Education Fund 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
(September 25, 2005 Ottawa, Ontario) Dr. Helen K. Mussallem, Canada’s most decorated nurse and one of the first nurses to earn a doctoral degree in Canada, has established the Dr. Helen K Mussallem VON Education Fund to be managed by the VON Canada Foundation.  The Fund will assist VON employees enrolling in college or university courses related to their valuable work with VON. 

A VON Canada Life Member and former President of the Board of Directors of VON Canada, Dr. Mussallem established the Fund with a donation of $25,000. 

“I’ve always had a soft spot for VON and the incredible work that they do in providing health care and social services to Canadians in their homes and communities.” said Dr. Mussallem.  “This endowment fund will support the educational needs of VON staff so that they can continue to meet unmet needs in communities across Canada.  It is my hope that others will support this Fund so that it can continue to grow over the years.”  

Dr. Mussallem earned her Bachelor of Nursing degree at McGill University and her Master’s degree and Doctorate at Columbia University.  She holds seven honourary doctorates and is a recipient of the Florence Nightingale Medal of the International Red Cross.  Dr. Mussallem is a former Executive Director of the Canadian Nurses Association and was named a Companion of the Order of Canada in 1992.

A reception in honour of Dr. Mussallem, held on Saturday, September 24th, was attended by The Right Honourable Herb Gray; Marie Fortier, Deputy Minister Intergovernmental Affairs, Past President & CEO of VON Canada Mr. Ambrose Hearn, other notable health care professionals and family and friends of Dr. Mussallem.

The VON Canada Foundation plays a critical role in supporting VON staff and 

volunteers who deliver charitable services across Canada on a daily basis. By raising funds through charitable donations, bequests and endowments, the Foundation is able to support education, research and program development initiatives for VON throughout the country.  Individuals and organizations wishing to support the Dr. Helen K. Mussallem VON Education Fund can contact the VON Canada Foundation at jeff.beach@von.ca, (905) 415-1208, Ext.6509 or visit www.voncanadafoundation.ca. 
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