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NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ONTARIO POLITICIANS WALK A MILE IN THE SHOES OF VON NURSES!

May 11, 2005, Ottawa, ON – Ontario politicians will see first hand the daily realities that a home and community care nurse face as they work to improve the health of people in their communities.  In recognition of National Nursing Week, May 9 – 15, 2005, VON is pleased to take part in the Registered Nurses Association of Ontario’s (RNAO) “Take Your MPP to Work” initiative implemented several years ago.

“It’s important for policy makers to understand that home and community nurses connect directly with those in need.  Nurses are in the best position to show what is required to improve health services in this sector to those who make decisions about our health system,” said Judith Shamian, President & CEO, VON Canada.  “VON has been advocating on behalf of Canadians for more than 107 years and inviting politicians on our visits is an excellent opportunity for insight into a sector that is often overlooked.”

The following MPPs are participating in the Take Your MPP to Work initiative with VON:

· Khalil Ramal, MPP London-Fanshaw, with VON Middlesex-Elgin; 

· Monique Smith, MPP Nippissing, with VON North Bay;

· David Caplan, MPP Don Valley East, with VON Toronto-York Region;

· Howard Hampton, Leader of the NDP, MPP Kenora-Rainy River, with VON Toronto-York Region;

· Harinder Takhar, MP Mississauga Centre, with VON Peel

Each visit will be different but generally the MP or MPP will accompany the VON nurse as she provides quality nursing care and offers education and supports to clients and families.

VON is a not-for-profit, national health organization and registered charity offering a wide range of community health care solutions that meet the needs of Canadians. VON is dedicated to being a leader in the delivery of innovative comprehensive health and social services and to influencing the development of health and social policy in Canada.  VON is accredited by the Canadian Council for Health Services Accreditation.
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For more information:

VON Canada, Communications Department

Jennifer Stevens

(613) 288-3494
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