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NEWS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   

VON APPLAUDES THE GOVERNMENT OF ONTARIO FOR FUNDING TO 

IMPROVE END OF LIFE CARE SERVICES 

October 7, 2005 (Ottawa, ON).  Several VON Branches in Ontario will receive an increase in funding from the Government of Ontario over the next three years to increase the number of Ontarians that benefit from VON’s sensitive care and supports provided at the end of life.  

“Canadians have the right to quality end-of-life care that allows them to die with dignity, surrounded by their loved ones and in the comfort of their own homes.” said Paul Ting, Vice-President, Operations, VON Ontario.  “The three-year funding will allow more people in Ontario to receive the quality care and services they and their families deserve.” 

Every year more than 220,000 Canadians die, with an estimated 160,000 needing hospice palliative care and support services.  Each death potentially affects the immediate well being of about five other people – or more than one million Canadians each year.  Hospice palliative care programs allow people to gain more control over their lives, manage pain and symptoms more effectively and it provides support to family caregivers.  

The following VON branches will receive $872,000 to support volunteer hospice visiting services and other related community support services, such as volunteer visiting and respite care: 

VON Chatham-Kent






VON Sarnia-Lambton

VON Oxford







VON Perth-Huron

VON Middlesex-Elgin





VON Hamilton

VON Brant-Norfolk-Haldimand




VON Halton

VON Toronto-York Region





VON Eastern Lake Ontario

VON Hastings, Northumberland, Prince Edward


VON Ottawa Renfrew County

VON Algoma

VON branches across Ontario will also benefit from increased funding to Community Care Access Centres through a number of contracts for home care and personal support services. Funding is also expected for residential hospices.  VON values the support of the Government of Ontario and our community partners to enhance end of life services across the province of Ontario.  
VON Canada is a member of the Quality End-of-Life Care Coalition.
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VON is dedicated to being a leader in the delivery of innovative comprehensive health and social services and to influencing the development of health and social policy in Canada.  We are a national health organization and registered charity offering a wide range of community health care solutions that meet the needs of Canadians from coast to coast. VON is committed to quality improvement and is accredited by the Canadian Council of Health Services Accreditation.

MEDIA CONTACT:
 
Paul Ting, VP Operations, VON Ontario

905-415-1208 ext. 6205

www.von.ca
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