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NEWS RELEASE

WITH RISE IN DEMAND FOR HOME AND COMMUNITY HEALTH CARE SERVICES, VON ON BOARD WITH GOVERNMENT OF ONTARIO 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Ottawa, March 24, 2006  –VON (Victorian Order of Nurses) supports the commitments made by the Government of Ontario in their 2006 budget with respect to homecare, community care, mental health services and health promotion.  

Statistics show that from 1995 – 2000, demand for home and community care grew by 140 per cent.  “This figure is astounding and the trend will continue in the future.  To ensure that the home and community care sector can appropriately respond, improvements must be made in the structure and administration of home care,” says Dr. Judith Shamian, President and CEO VON Canada.

More investments need to be made in the area of health human resource. A VON Canada study of mobility in home care personnel, funded by the Ontario Ministry of Health and Long Term Care, concluded that quality home and community care is in a critical state and at risk unless more attention and resources are provided. While the federal and provincial/territorial governments have emphasized home care as a strategic component of the health care system, studies like the VON Canada mobility study, are proof that there is a need for additional resources targeted to chronic home and community care.
 “The Government of Ontario needs to explore how it can retain staff in the home and community care sector by providing more secure, satisfactory and stable working conditions,” says Dr. Shamian.  “We look forward to the Government of Ontario’s response to the Honourable Elinor Caplan’s Report.”

…2
For more information on the VON Mobility Study and VON Canada’s submission to the Honourable Elinor Caplan, please visit www.von.ca.
VON is dedicated to being a leader in the delivery of innovative comprehensive health and social services and to influencing the development of health and social policy in Canada.  We are a national health organization and registered charity offering a wide range of community health care solutions that meet the needs of Canadians from coast to coast. VON is committed to continuous quality improvement and is accredited by the Canadian Council of Health Services Accreditation.
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