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NEWS RELEASE
VON CANADA APPOINTS FIVE NEW NATIONAL BOARD MEMBERS
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Ottawa – November 10, 2005  – At a time when the need for home and community care is growing, one of Canada’s leading national, not-for-profit, charitable home and community care organizations has appointed five new members to its Board of Directors.  

The Board of Directors of VON Canada is responsible for the general control and direction of the Corporation of VON Canada and provides leadership for the entire organization.  

“The Board of Directors very much respects and honours the organization’s 108 year history and its mandate is to build a firm and solid place within the current Canadian health care system for VON,” said Lynn Bessey, Chair, VON Canada Board.  “This will allow more Canadians and their families to benefit from the compassionate and sensitive health care and social support services provided by VON from coast to coast to coast.”  

Members of the Corporation of VON Canada approved the following slate of VON Canada Board Members for 2005/2006 at their Annual General Meeting in Saint John, New Brunswick on Saturday, November 5, 2005:

The following new Board members were appointed: 
Ms. Barbara Lyn Devlin, Western Region 

Ms. Devlin is a Partner with Alexander, Holburn, Beaudin & Lang in Vancouver, British Columbia.  She is a civil litigation lawyer practising primarily in medical malpractice and personal injury.
Ms. Margaret Dunn, Member at Large

Ms. Dunn is employed with Statistics Canada Survey Operations for business and social surveys, including the Canadian Community Health Survey.  She also works as a consultant in the areas of health services, health human resources and health system issues.

Ms. Hana Gartner, Member at Large

Ms. Gartner is co-host of “the 5th estate” and is one of Canada’s top journalists, garnering three Gemini awards and the Gordon Sinclair Award for excellence in broadcast journalism.  
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Ms. Lynn Nagle, Member at Large

Ms. Nagle, RN, PhD, until recently Senior Vice President for Technology and Knowledge Management at a major Toronto teaching hospital, has her own consulting practice, Nagle & Associates Inc.  She provides consultation on issues and initiatives related to nursing and health informatics.  

Mr. Michael Ogburn, Eastern Region

Mr. Ogburn is a business development and marketing consultant with his own company, M O Consultants.  He participates in many sectors including education, manufacturing, agriculture, aerospace, information technology and healthcare.

The following members were reappointed to the Board:

Ms. Lynn Bessey, Chair

Ms. Bessey is a chemical engineer and has been employed with Imperial Oil, Products and Chemicals Division for 30 years.  Currently she holds the position of Senior Safety, Health and Environment Advisor.

Ms. Janice McCallum, Vice-Chair

Ms. McCallum is Program Director at the London Health Sciences Centre and is responsible for all areas of patient services within the Medical Care and Family Medicine/Palliative Care Programs.  

Mr. Jim McCaw, Treasurer

Mr. McCaw is a Partner with the Ottawa office of KPMG and currently leads the Corporate Finance practice in Ottawa.  Mr. McCaw is a Chartered Accountant, Chartered Business Valuator and Chartered Insolvency & Restructuring Practitioner.

Ms. Virginia Bell, Central Region

Ms. Bell is a small business owner in home security.  She graduated from Dalhousie University with a B.Sc. in Math.

Mr. Thomas Chambers, Member at Large

Mr. Chambers is a retired Senior Partner with PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP and is currently acting as Director for a number of public, private and not-for-profit organizations.
Mr. Stanley Franklin, Western Region

Mr. Franklin was a practicing lawyer in Alberta for 35 years and acted as counsel to a variety of government departments including Infrastructure, Transportation, Public Service Commission and the Alberta Gaming and Liquor Commission.

Mr. Jack Smith, Central Region

Mr. Smith is retired from Imperial Oil where he was involved in many engineering assignments including Operations Superintendent for the Paramins Department.

Mr. John Suart, Eastern Region

Mr. Suart, MBA, is employed at the University of New Brunswick where he was the Communications Manager of the university’s $80 million fundraising campaign in 2003. 

Mr. Thomas Ward, Member at Large

Mr. Ward, MD, FRCPC, is a health care systems strategist and former paediatrician with a 30-year track record in frontline medical practice, hospital administration, research and government relations.  Mr. Ward also served as Deputy Minister of Health in Nova Scotia.

“As we seek to improve home and community care across the country, it is important to have strong, committed, well established members of the community at the table so that VON Canada can continue to improve the quality of care Canadians receive in the home and community through our innovative programs and charitable services,” said Lynn Bessey, Chair, VON Canada Board.  

The VON Canada Board of Directors provides leadership in community based, innovative and comprehensive health and social services and helps shape health and social policy in Canada.  
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VON is dedicated to being a leader in the delivery of innovative comprehensive health and social services and to influencing the development of health and social policy in Canada.  We are a national health organization and registered charity offering a wide range of community health care solutions that meet the needs of Canadians from coast to coast. VON is committed to quality improvement and is accredited by the Canadian Council of Health Services Accreditation.

Media inquiries:

Farah Mohamed

VP, Public Affairs
VON Canada

647-393-3923
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