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NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

VON SALUTES OVER 12,000 VOLUNTEERS

April 18, 2005, Ottawa, ON – With over 12,000 volunteers, VON celebrates National Volunteer Week, April 17-23, 2005.  VON firmly believes that volunteering is the most fundamental act of citizenship and that it is through the tireless efforts of volunteers that strong, healthy and caring communities are developed throughout Canada.

“The many charitable programs provided by VON branches across Canada could not be successful without the caring, dedicated and selfless giving of our volunteers,” said Dr. Judith Shamian, President and CEO,  “Programs like Meals on Wheels, Adult Day Programs, Foot Care, Palliative Volunteer Visiting, and so many other services provided to those in need are possible through our extensive network of caring individuals – we are extremely lucky and thankful.”

VON has 63 branches in every province in Canada and delivers programs and services in more than 1,300 communities from coast to coast to coast.  VON is a not-for-profit, national health organization and registered charity offering a wide range of community health care solutions that meet the needs of Canadians. VON is dedicated to being a leader in the delivery of innovative comprehensive health and social services and to influencing the development of health and social policy in Canada.  VON is accredited by the Canadian Council for Health Services Accreditation.
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